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The Social Contract Revisited
The Social Contract in Hard Times
Wednesday 7 th–Friday 9th October 2009
Oxford

In association with the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, 

University of Oxford

Public Lecture 
Wednesday 7th October
Venue:
Manor Road building, Manor Rd, Oxford 

17.30
Opening address by Francis G. Castles, Professor of Political Science, Edinburgh University (Emeritus) and Australian National University

 

Black Swans and Elephants on the Move:
How Emergencies Impact on the Welfare State

This lecture asks how unexpected emergencies – the ‘Black Swans’ of war, economic depression, terrorist incidents and environmental catastrophes – can be used to reform welfare institutions which have arguably become as resistant to changes in direction as 'elephants on the move'.

Chaired by: John W. Adams, Chairman of the Board of the Foundation for Law, Justice and Society
19.00-19.30
Reception
19.30

Dinner
______________________________________________________________
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The Social Contract in Hard Times: Workshop Programme
This conference will assess the effects that various crises may have on political mindset, on institutions, and on attitudes towards the market and towards the state, giving special attention to the effect of such changes on minorities and on women.

Thursday 8th October
Venue:
Queen’s College, High St, Oxford 

9.00

Coffee & pastries

9.15

Introduction

Paul Dodyk, Chairman of the Advisory Board for the Social Contract Revisited programme

9.30–12.00
Session I: Historical and Theoretical Perspectives
Moderator and Rapporteur: Prof. Fred D’Agostino, Faculty of Arts, University of Queensland, Australia
The American Welfare State and Social Contract in Hard Times 

Prof. Michael Katz, Department of History, University of Pennsylvania
Welfare in Crisis: on the Significance of Historico-Legal Reconstructions 

Dr. Lorie Charlesworth, Law Faculty, Liverpool University
12.15-13.30 
Lunch 
13.30-16.00
Session II: Institutional Aspects
Moderator and Rapporteur: Prof. Neil Gilbert, Chernin Professor of Social Welfare and Social Services, University of California, Berkeley
Crises and Welfare States: the Need for New Distributional Agendas Prof. Bea Cantillon, Antwerp University
Black Swans Meet Grey Elephants: Crisis of the Welfare States
Prof. Chris Pierson, Nottingham University
19.30

Reception
20.00

Dinner

_______________________________________________________
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The Social Contract in Hard Times: Workshop Programme
Friday 9th October  

Venue:
Queen’s College, High St, Oxford
9.00

Coffee & pastries

9.30-12.00
Session III: From Warfare to Welfare? On the Boundaries of the Social Contract
Moderator and Rapporteur: Dr. Amir Paz-Fuchs, Director of the Social Contract Revisited programme, FLJS
"And they Shall Beat Their Swords into Plowshares": The Dutch Genesis of a European Icon and the German Fate of the Treaty of Lisbon 

Prof. Stephan Liebfried, University of Bremen 

States Make Wars and Wars Make Welfare States? Israel as a Case Study 
Michael Shalev, Political Science, Hebrew University, Israel
12.15-13.30
Lunch

13.30–15.00
Session IV: The Disparate Effects of Hard Times on the Social Contract
Moderator and Rapporteur: Prof. Matthew Diller, Dean of Cardozo Law School, Yeshiva University
The Real Third Rail of American Politics
Michele Landis Dauber, Stanford Law School
Including the "Other" in the Social Contract: the Hardest Challenge of Our Time
Prof. Lucie White, Law Faculty, Harvard University
15.00-15.30 
Tea
15.30 - 16.30 
Concluding Session
Chaired by: Prof. Denis Galligan, Professor of Socio-Legal Studies, University of Oxford
Workshop ends
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