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James Madison  Mark GRABER Professor of Law and Government, University of 
Maryland Law School

Thomas Jefferson  Gerald LEONARD Professor of Law, Boston University Law School

Moderator   Denis Galligan, Professor of Socio-Legal Studies, Oxford University

Location: Queens College, Oxford

The workshop is sponsored by the Foundation for Law Justice and Society and the Centre for  
Socio-Legal Studies.

This workshop is part of a series aimed at examining the views of selected writers on 
constitutions. An earlier workshop considered several British writers, including 
Fortescue, Harrington, the Levellers, Hobbes, Locke, Hume, and Bentham. The present 
series will look at early American writers, including Madison, Jefferson, Hamilton, and 
Adams.  The July workshop will concentrate on Madison and Jefferson.

The general idea is to extract the views of each writer on constitutional matters, to 
place them in the social and political context in which they wrote, and to offer a 
critical eye from the perspective of the 21st century. While there are several themes 
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and ideas to explore, of particular interest is the place of the people in the 
constitutional framework: their role, their representation; their capacity to be 
involved.
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In conducting your research into each author, please take account of the following 
guidelines: 

1. The social and political context in which the author discusses constitutions

2. What were the main issues that prompted the author to write on constitutions 
and influenced his views

3. How the author views the point, purposes, and functions of constitutions

4. The main elements of constitutions in the author’s account

5. The place of the people in the constitution and their relationship with the 
institutions of government

6. Where does sovereignty lie and what does it mean

7. How the people are to be represented, the form of representation, and any 
elements of popular democracy

8. How is representation justified as the basis of the constitution

9. Where does sovereignty lie and what does it mean

10.The process of election of government and/or appointment of legislatures, 
executives, and other government officials

11.The nature and forms of accountability of government officials

12.The character and powers of the legislature, the executive, and the 
administration

13.The role of the courts and their composition

14.Separation of powers and the relationship among the institutions of 
government.          

Anyone wishing to take part in the workshop should contact Judy Niner at: 

j.niner@development-partners.co.uk 

mailto:j.niner@development-partners.co.uk
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