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Participant biographies

John W. Adams

John W. Adams practiced law for 12 years with the firm of Dillon, Bitar and
Luther in Morristown, New Jersey. He had previously been a captain in
the Judge Advocate General Corps of the U.S. Air Force. From 1984 to
2004, John was president of Smith Management Company, a New York based investment firm with investments located throughout the world. In that capacity he served as chairman and chief executive officer of many public and private corporations. He has a B.A. from Rutgers College, a J.D. from Seton Hall Law School, and an LLM. from New York University. In 2001 John enjoyed a sabbatical at Oxford University where he was a visiting scholar at Wolfson College and a visiting fellow at the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies. He is Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Foundation for Law, Justice and Society.

Denis Galligan

Denis Galligan is Professor of Socio-Legal Studies at the University of Oxford and Director of the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies.. He came to Oxford as an Australian Rhodes Scholar and has taught at various universities in Britain and Australia. He has had extensive experience in central and east Europe  in research and in advising governments and international bodies on law, government, and public administration. His research interests are in public law, the role of law in society, legal theory, and constitutional law. He is a Professorial Fellow of Wolfson College and a member of the Board of Directors of the Foundation for Law, Justice, and Society.

Ashley M Howlett
Ashley Howlett leads the Jones Day Greater China construction practice. He is also a member of the dispute resolution practice in the Beijing Office, and his practice is concentrated on construction and engineering issues connected with infrastructure and major projects. Ashley's experience includes representation of a broad range of clients, including owners, contractors, and design professionals throughout Asia. He is involved in all aspects of the design and construction process, including drafting and negotiating contract documentation, dispute avoidance and dispute resolution by way of mediation, structured negotiation, arbitration, and litigation.

Ashley has worked in China, England, Indonesia, Macau, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, Taiwan, and Thailand and has been involved in major infrastructure projects such as: Tanjung Pelepas Seaport in Malaysia, Hong Kong Strategic Sewage Disposal System, Hong Kong International Airport, Kuala Lumpur International Airport, Taiwan High Speed Rail, Kuala Lumpur LRT, Taipei Financial Center, The Channel Tunnel, Macau Tower, Guangdong LNG, Petronas Twin Towers, and Hong Kong East Rail.

Ashley is a member of the Law Society of Hong Kong, the Law Society of England and Wales, the Society of Construction Law, and the Hong Kong Construction Industry Training Authority.
Thomas Jones
Thomas E. Jones has lived in Asia since 1980 and has more than 25 years of experience in Hong Kong and China advising on corporate, commercial and M&A transactions in various sectors including oil and gas, power, finance and infrastructure as well as on a range of regulatory matters such as competition law, licensing, finance and foreign exchange controls.
Philippa Kelly
Philippa Kelly is currently senior advisor on agriculture, quarantine, quality and standards (SPS & amp;TBT) to the EU-China Trade Project, the largest trade-related technical assistance project in China.  A major element of the project is assistance with harmonization of legislation, regulation and standards to support  China’s integration into the world trading system.  Formerly with the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, she was responsible for trade policy in the Australian Embassy,  Beijing (1999-2003), focusing on multilateral and agricultural trade policy.  A graduate of Oxford University, Philippa first came to China as a student in the mid 1970s, the end of the Cultural Revolution.  She has been engaged in research and policy work on Chinese economic and trade issues in Europe and Australia for much of the past 25 years.
Jianbo Lou
Jianbo Lou studied Chinese Law at Peking University and subsequently was awarded a Ph.D at Queen Mary’s College, London University.  He has been an Associate Professor at the Law School, Peking University since August 2003 and is currently Director of the Centre for Commercial Law Studies at Peking University Law School and Coordinator, Chinese Law LLM Programme.
Christian Murck
Christian Murck, CEO, Asia and former chairman of the American Chamber of Commerce in China, has had a long and distinguished career in financial services, public affairs and academia. In 2005 Dr. Murck was nominated to the Board of Directors of the Bank of Shanghai by the International Finance Corporation. His experience in Asia spans a quarter of a century.

Mr. Murck joined APCO in June 2001 after five years in Beijing as managing director and senior country officer of the Chase Manhattan Bank. Prior to this he was based in Taipei, where he ran Chase and its predecessor institution's Taiwan operations from 1991 to 1996. He was also chairman of the American Chamber of Commerce for 1995 and 1996. From 1980 to 1991, he worked in the international division of Manufacturers Hanover Trust Company in New York, with responsibility for various countries in the Asia Pacific region, including Japan, Hong Kong and Australia.

Mr. Murck graduated from Yale and then taught for two years at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He subsequently took a doctorate in East Asian Studies at Princeton and was a Mellon Fellow at Columbia University before becoming a banker. During his doctoral research, he spent two years as a research fellow at the University of Kyoto in Japan. He is a current trustee and former chairman of the Yale-China Association. Mr. Murck speaks and reads Chinese.
Andreas Obst

Mr. Obst was born in Germany in 1972. After graduation from the Law Faculty of the Albert-Ludwigs-University of Freiburg, he completed his legal traineeship with the Ministry of Justice of Saxony-Anhalt in 1999 and worked in the Hong Kong office of the law firm Robert Wang & Co. In 2000, he earned his master degree in International Business Law at the University of Halle-Wittenberg. Following his admission to the Duesseldorf Bar as Attorney-at-Law in the same year, he worked in the Duesseldorf office of Clifford Chance with a focus on commercial law matters. Currently, Mr. Obst works as a senior legal consultant for the German Development Corporation – GTZ - in the bilateral Sino-German Program “Legal Advisory Service”. He is advising the Financial and Economic Committee of the National People’s Congress as well as the Budget Affairs Commission of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress on economic, financial and fiscal law. Furthermore, he is advisor and trainer to the Ministry of Commerce and the State Office of Intellectual Property Protection in the area of commercial law, particularly intellectual property law. Mr. Obst regularly publishes articles on Chinese law in Germany and China.

Professor Michael Pettis
Professor at Peking University’s Guanghua School of Management, Adjunct professor at Columbia University Business School and School of International Public Affairs(SIPA).

Pettis has spent fifteen years as a banker and trader on Wall Street, nine years as an adjunct professor at the Columbia University Business School, and two years as a professor at Tsinghua University’s School of Economics and Management (Beijing). Before moving to China in 2001 he was Managing Director and Head of the Capital Markets Strategy Group at Bear Stearns, a New York-based investment bank. His responsibilities included advising corporate and sovereign clients on capital structure issues. Since 1987 Pettis has headed fixed income trading and capital markets desks for Manufacturers Hanover (now JP Morgan), Credit Suisse First Boston and Bear Stearns. He has advised the Mexican government on the privatization of the banking system in 1990, the Republic of Macedonia on the restructuring of its international bank debt in 1996, and the Korean Ministry of Finance on the restructuring of the country’s commercial bank debt in 1998. Pettis has also advised and arranged bond offerings for a number of borrowers, including those of the governments of Mexico, Brazil, Argentina and Venezuela. 
Robert Poole
Lester Ross
Lester Ross is a partner in the Corporate Department of Wilmer Hale. His practice concentrates on mergers and acquisitions, foreign investment, financial services, project finance, energy and environmental law matters and capital markets.
Mr. Ross has represented foreign companies in the agricultural, automotive, chemicals, energy, environmental, financial, high tech, pharmaceuticals, publishing and service industries in their strategic expansion in China. He also has extensive experience representing foreign banks and corporations in the United States. He has prepared environmental, health and safety audit protocols for multinational companies conducting business in China and advised clients on environmental regulatory matters in China. He has represented clients in trade investigations, dispute resolution and regulatory matters in China.

Peter Thorp

Peter Thorp has substantial experience in mergers and acquisitions, as well as dispute resolution and project-related law, both in the People’s Republic of China and in Europe.  He has advised a wide range of multinational clients in relation to their investments in China, including acquisitions, divestitures and a wide range of regulatory advice.
Professor Randy Peerenboom

Randy Peerenboom obtained a B.A. in Philosophy, M.A. in Chinese Religion and Ph.D. in Philosophy before obtaining a J.D. from Columbia Law School.  A member of the UCLA faculty since 1998, he teaches courses on Chinese law, international human rights and legal theory.  Before joining the faculty, he spent one year litigating in Hawaii and then four years negotiating international transactions in Beijing with a major international law firm.  He continues to be Of Counsel at Zhonglun Law Firm, where he advises on various aspects of foreign investment in China.  In addition, he often serves as an expert witness on PRC legal issues, and has been a consultant to the Ford Foundation and the Asian Development Bank on legal reforms and rule of law in China. He has written more than sixty articles and several books on Chinese law and philosophy.    Current research interests include human rights and legal reforms in China and Asia; administrative detention and criminal law issues; a study of the relationship between rule of law and human rights; and critique of the human rights movement; and a philosophical exploration of a form of Confucian communitarianism as an alternative to western liberal democracy. 

Emory Williams
Emory Williams earned his MBA degree from Northwestern University’s Kellogg Graduate School of Management in 1980. In 1994, he founded American Investors in China to invest in China’s building sector. The first such investment was in SureBlock Co. aimed at helping customers achieve international quality construction. SureBlock ventures now employ approximately 400 people in Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, Nanjing and Dalian. 
Emory Williams is now President of SureBlock Co. Ltd., co-investor and member of board of directors of Xi’an-based Dongfang Eastern Star Machinery Co. Ltd., and co-investor and member of board of directors of Zhengzhou Siwei Mining Machinery Co.

Patrick Powers
A resident of Beijing, Mr. Powers has 20 years of experience in international commerce, government relations and trade policy, achieved in a career that has spanned Asia but focused primarily on China. Mr. Powers is an expert on Chinese commercial and political matters and is a fluent Mandarin speaker. For the last six years he has held the position of Vice-President, China Operations for the US-China Business Council, a trade organization providing business advisory and advocacy services to 250 American firms operating in China. He has also held executive positions with Tait Asia Ltd. (Managing Director of a Vietnamese subsidiary of the Hong Kong company), SHV Holdings NV (Chief Representative in China for the Dutch trading company), Island Creek of China Coal Ltd. (Occidental Petroleum) and Bechtel Inc. He is a frequent speaker at professional conferences and has been asked to provide insight on numerous occasions in print and television media, including for news programs on CCTV, CNN, and CNBC. Mr. Powers plays a primary role in implementing Mundoro's strategies in China and in augmenting communication with government ministries and local communities.
Professor Wang Xixin
Professor Wang Xixin is Associate Professor of Law and Associate Dean for External Affairs of the Peking University Law School. Professor Wang is also a Fellow of the Center. One of China's leading younger scholars, Professor Wang's major fields of research and teaching at Peking University Law School are administrative law, constitutional law, and comparative legal studies. He has also been involved in drafting legislation and consulting on legislative issues in China as a member of the Administrative Legislation Research Group and as a Research Consultant for the General Office of the Standing Committee of China's National People's Congress.
Peng Xiaohua

James Zimmerman

James Zimmerman is chief representative and a partner in Squire Sanders and Dempsey, Beijing office. He has been involved with China-related matters for more than 17 years and has lived and worked permanently in Beijing for more than seven years. Mr. Zimmerman represents multinational clients in a broad range of industries with respect to their joint venture investments, manufacturing investments, liquidation and dissolution of investments, mergers and acquisitions activities, regulatory compliance, customs and trade matters, IP registration and enforcement, and dispute resolution. 

Mr. Zimmerman is admitted to the California bar (1988) and a registered foreign lawyer in China since 1998. He is also admitted to the US Court of International Trade (CIT) and has trial experience before the CIT concerning China-related trade cases. Mr. Zimmerman is also on the Panel of Mediators for the US-China Business Mediation Center (jointly operated by CPR Institute of Dispute Resolution and the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade). He is on the panel of arbitrators for the China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission. 

Mr. Zimmerman is a vice chairman and governor of the American Chamber of Commerce China (AmCham), co-chair of AmCham’s Legal Committee, and is also the former chair of the China Law Committee for the American Bar Association’s International Section.  



